Date Idea: Enjoy a Non-
Traditional Christmas
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By Jessica Gomez and Kristin Mattern

Do something different for your date this weekend and
celebrate the Christmas time by breaking free from the moldy
old traditions. We’ve got some nice dating advice! Don’t get
us wrong, traditions can be great. However, sometimes, we want
to do something out of the usual. Instead of mindlessly
watching Christmas movies like Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer
with your dearest for the eighty-billionth time, get a little
creepy this Christmas and watch films 1like The Nightmare
Before Christmas. Get inspired with your sweetie to decorate
your place in a non-traditional way and invite your friends
over for this eerie NOEL!
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Here are some indoor date ideas

that will allow you to embrace the
Christmas spirit, but also allow
you to do something different:

Time to break free from conventions this Christmas and have a
ghoulish good time!

Get scary: Take a tip from Tim Burton and incorporate the
undead into your uncommon Yuletide celebration. Get cooking
with your cutie and make cut out cookies to decorate for
Santa. To put a twist on this tradition, decorate the cookies
to resemble zombies or skeleton figures. Feel free to use
Christmas colors like red, green, and white! Santa will be
sure to appreciate your patchwork teddy bears and possessed
angels. The two of you should also make a graveyard cake and
write the reindeer or elf names on the headstones. Build a
ghoul-filled gingerbread house complete with ghosts, broken
tiled roof and dripping gumdrops. Stir up some romance as you
mix Halloween-themed goodies with Christmas ones. Now that'’s
out of the ordinary!

Related Link: Date Idea: Create Magic in Your Relationship

Make your own Christmas stockings together: Keep the creative
juices flowing as you and your honey make Christmas stockings
to hang by the fire. Rather than use ordinary red stockings,
buy black or gold stockings to decorate. Using fabric glue,
glitter, bows, and any other decorations you can think of.
Make each other special stockings complete with ripped
ribbons, sparkling spider webs, and tattered toys. This
keepsake is sure to bring back fun-loving memories for years
to come.

Related Link: Date Idea: Couple Up with Game Night
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Throw a Christmas party with a spooky twist: Now that
you're brcarrimming with treats and devilishly delightful
décor, invite your friends over for a freaky Christmas costume
party. Tell everyone to use The Nightmare Before Christmas as
their inspiration, or help your guests a bit by having blank
masks ready for everyone to decorate when they get to your
place. Play a mixture of Christmas carols, Halloween music,
and some intense classical music (Beethoven, perhaps?) to get
everyone in the mood. Pretend you and your love are Jack and
Sally as you dance the night away celebrating Christmas in a
new and innovative way!

Have you ever had a non-traditional Christmas? Tell us all
about it below!

Date Idea: Pick Your Own
Presents
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By Jessica Gomez and Kristin Mattern

If you forgot to go shopping for your sweetie, no worries!
This is a great opportunity for a fun date idea. Grab your
babe and tackle the crowds as you take on last-minute
Christmas shopping together. Pick out presents the two of you
will really appreciate, and share some laughs as you choose
gifts for your friends and family.

Here are a few dating tips for what
to do on your date night:

Get a little sentimental: Don’'t be afraid to do so as you
reminisce together over classic toys in kid stores. Nostalgic
feelings can be awesome! Also, don’t leave out the feelings of
tenderness..and seduction even. Feel the romantic tension build
as you wander into the lingerie department together. This
unique date is sure to please your inner shopaholic!

Be sure to set a plan of attack with your partner: The two of
you can spend some time conspiring together about the best
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route to take when hitting up the crowded shopping malls and
outlets. Decide which stores you’'d like to go to, and create a
list of items you want. Come up with a silly call that you can
yell out when you get separated (you could just call him on
the cell phone, but what fun is that?). Play a little. You can
also both wear matching Santa or ELf hats with your sweetie to
make it easy to spot one another! Adorbs.

Related Link: Date Idea: Make the Perfect Playlist

Overcome shopping stress by making a game of it: Create a
naughty and nice column on a piece of paper. Getting
frustrated from shoppers snatching the last Tickle Me Elmo
just as you reach for it? Remember: for every shopping tantrum
one of you throws, you get a check in the naughty column!
Enough checks, and you’'ll only be getting coal in your
stocking this Christmas. Creative and soothing, right?

Chill out in the middle of your shopping extravaganza for a
delicious lunch date: Splurge! Go to a really nice restaurant
in the area or that high-end spot in the mall you normally
avoid. If you can, make reservations ahead of time so the two
of you can easily transition from your high energy shopping
spree to a relaxing, romantic meal. Enjoy this calm moment by
sharing tastes of one another’s food and chatting about what
each of you are most excited about for the upcoming holiday.

Related Link: Date Idea: Couple Up with Game Night

Wrap gifts together: When your cutie and you have bought all
of the gifts on your list, head home to continue the date by
wrapping presents together. Put on your favorite classic
Christmas music and pour some warm deliciousness into your
mugs to sip while the two of you keep the holiday magic going.
See who can wrap the fastest or the most elaborately as you
make all the items you bought Christmas-ready. This is the
perfect way to wrap up your last minute shopping date!

Have you gone last minute shopping with your honey before? We
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want to hear about it! Tell us in the comments below.

Date Idea: Light Up Your Love
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By Jessica Gomez and Kristin Mattern

The holiday season is one of the most beautiful times of the
year — a time when people decorate their homes with twinkling
lights, garlands, wreaths, menorahs, and even adorable
penguins. Get into the spirit and spark some love this weekend
by taking a romantic, moonlit drive with your sweetie as you
cruise through your neighborhood checking out all of the
Christmas and Hanukkah lights.
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Rekindle the magic of the holidays
with your babe and admire the
beautiful displays with these
dating tips for your upcoming date

night:

Map your route: This is important, After all, not everyone
decorates for the holidays. To get the most out of your night
drive, scan the scene during the day before your date and find
out what areas have really gone all out this year. This way,
when you take your honey out for a spin, it will be through
areas with the most decorations and stunning of displays. You
can also conduct some brief research on Google. With a bit of
planning, your date will be sure to delight!

If you live in or near New York City: Looking for something a
little grander than your neighbor’s twinkle lights and angle
statues? Go to a professional public display instead. The Big
Apple is a must see during this time, especially Rockefeller
Center. New Yorkers and tourists alike go to see the tree and
skate at the ice rink. Enjoy the time with your sweetheart as
you swirl around in the rink and skate your way into each
other’s hearts beneath the huge Christmas tree.

Related Link: Date Idea: Keep It Exciting During New Venue
Night

If you live in or near Los Angeles: L.A. offers its own unique
displays that are not to be missed. Take a cruise down Rodeo
Drive or through Griffith Park. See some truly spectacular
lights while you take in the palm trees and vignettes in the
store fronts. You’ll feel like an old school celebrity as you
snuggle up to your significant other and drive with the
windows down through decked-out Cali. Professional light shows
are sure to take your cutie’s breath away as the two of you
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view illuminating lights accompanied by heartwarming Christmas
carols and holiday music.

Decorate your place/s together: If you’'re feeling inspired
from viewing all of those pretty lights, get together with
your partner and go for it. Have a blast trying to recreate
some of your favorite pieces, or try to top them and come up
with something even better! This will be nice bonding time. Go
nuts and have fun!

Related Link: Date Idea: Plan a Party

Chill at home: Of course, not literally chill, but hangout and
stay warm during this time! After enjoying the sights and
sounds of the holiday spirit and décor, make some more
memories by warming up inside with hot cocoa and dancing with
your darling to your favorite Christmas or Hanukkah tunes. End
the night by relaxing together in front of the fire and
roasting some chestnuts while you enjoy a classic Christmas
movie.

What will you be doing as a Christmas date night? Share below!

Giveaway: Achieve Flawless
Hair with Dear Clark
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This post is sponsored by Dear Clark.
By Louisa Gonzales and Kristin Mattern

Looking to revive your hair after a cold and snowy winter?
Look no further because your miracle cure 1is here: These
rejuvenating products will tame your winter mane into a
gorgeous, beachy do just in time for those summer dates. Dear
Clark, otherwise known as hair care salvation from Dallas,
Texas, specializes in using pure and natural essential oils,
including organic aloe, sunflower seed o0il, and Rose of
Jericho. Keep him guessing ladies — we won’'t reveal that the
secret it Dear Clark’s luxurious products!

By investing in these gluten-free, cruelty-free, and silicon-
free products, your locks will soon be dazzling. Their hand-
crafted products include the Resurrecting Wash and
Resurrecting Rinse, Thickening Balm, Smoothing Elixir, and
Finishing Salve. Dear Clark’s hair line is so effective that
the official style team of the TV show Dallas uses their
Smoothing Elixir to ensure that the stars’ locks remain fresh
and fly away free.



If the cast of Dallas can have perfect hair after 10 to 14
grueling hours on set with Dear Clark, imagine what this
incredible hair care line can do for you! All eyes will be on
you as you on your next date as you sport the silkiest,
smoothest hair possible. When your hair looks this good,
there’s nothing stopping you from getting the man of your
dreams.

These amazing restorative products work together to
recondition your hair, and keep it looking its best. First,
the Resurrecting Wash and Rinse restore and rehydrate
overstressed hair, making it healthy and shiny again. The
Thickening Balm wraps around each individual strand of hair
for an all around coif that is fuller and thicker than ever
before. Next, the Smoothing Elixir works to calm and control
even the most unmanageable and frizziest hair. And finally,
the Finishing Salve not only heals and protects your hair from
heat and humidity, but it also saves your style.

Lucky for you, one CupidsPulse.com reader will have the chance
to win this miraculous bundle of Dear Clark hair care
products! With the confidence boost you get from reviving your
hair to all its luscious glory, there will be nothing holding
you back from having your best summer ever, whether it’s
finally having the courage to ask out your crush or going on
the dream vacation with your sweetheart.

Congratulations to Sherry BonDurant!!

Open to US residents only.
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By Krlstln Mattern

Spring 1is in the air. Take advantage of the warming weather
and hit the road with your man. Head to the racetrack to enjoy
the fresh air and excitement with your dearest, or get a

little romantic and go for a trail ride. However you welcome
the new season, you’'re sure to feel the love blossom.

Related Link: 5 Ways to Know if Your Relationship is More Than
Just a Spring Fling

Dig out your big hat and cutest sundress before heading to
watch the ponies with your partner. You and your cutie can
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share the excitement as you watch the jockey’s push their
thoroughbreds to victory. Spend the extra money and get in to
view the horses before each race. This way, the two of you can
see the horses up close and get a sense of how each of them is
going to perform. Guess which horse you think will do the best
with your sweetie. Bring some brews with you to sip while you
watch, or treat yourselves to a fancy meal at the track. Be
sure to set a price cap so the two of you don’t go overboard.

After a few hours at the racetrack, it’s time to grab the
reigns yourselves. You and your baby can catch up and enjoy
some alone time as you trot down the trail together. If you’'re
near a beach or shore, see if you and your honey can have a
race down the beach. The two of you will love the feel of the
spring wind in your hair as you speed down the coast. Whoever
loses can pay for dinner!

Related Link: Date Idea: A Day in the Hay

To end your big day, head to a sports bar that plays the
races. Sit back and relax with your sweetie as the two of you
recount your fun day day and enjoy one another’s company.

Have you ever headed to the race track for a date? Tell us
about it in the comments below!

Date Idea: Light Up the Night
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By Kristin Mattern

Kick start the spark of love this weekend by taking your
sweetie to see a laser light show and to play some laser tag.
Keep the electric feel going by hitting up a club with
your cutie and getting down on the dance floor as the lights
flash and the disco ball twirls. You’'re sure to light up each
other’s world as the two of you dance the night away on this
high amplitude powered date!

Related Link: Date Idea: Dance the Night Away

Light shows are a unique sight to see. Find one near you and
watch as the professionals light up the night and the lasers
dance to make creatures come to life from thin air. Snuggle up
next to your honey while you take in the show. If it’s an
outside affair, be sure to bring a blanket to sit on and one
to wrap around each other. You’ll both enjoy being cuddled
close while viewing the performance. Share a kiss beneath the
warm electric glow.

To keep the fun going, head over to a laser tag arcade after
the show and suit up for some friendly competition. Play on
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the same team and rendezvous for a thrilling moment of stolen
intimacy as you strategize your next move. Feel the adrenaline
pumping and evade other players together. Or duke it out as
you run around in the dimly lit maze and zap each other to see
who is the master of the laser tag.

Related Link: Date Idea: Arcade Game Night

With all that wattage running through your veins, the two of
you are sure to keep the energy pumping as you head out to a
nightclub. Show off your dance moves and dip and sway beneath
the flutter of neon lights. Get lost together as the fog
machine and strobe lights pulse to the electronica beat. The
two of you are sure to feel the tingle of love after this
light-filled date!

Have you ever gone electric with your sweetie? Share in the
comments below!

Date Idea: Bar Crawl Party!
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What would St. Patrick’s Day be without a bar crawl? Grab your
leprechaun love and something green — because on St. Patty'’s
Day, everyone is a little Irish! Make a day of it and start
the morning off by viewing a parade with your sweetie. Then
head over to the local strip to tour the bars. Once you and
your cutie are tired of the bar scene, head back home to keep
the party going with your friends. The two of you are sure to
strike a pot of gold with this fun date idea!

Related Link: First Date Qutfit Ideas: Dinner and Drinks

Many towns have their own St. Patty’s Parade, but if your’s
doesn’t, look up parades in cities nearest you. In Chicago,
they even dye the river green for the occasion! What a sight
to see. If you're in New Orleans, you might just get a kiss or
set of beads from a green-costumed parade goer. Set out for
adventure with your love as the two of you get to see
bagpipers, leprechauns, all manner of floats, and, of course,
men in kilts. Get really decked out with shamrock necklaces
and “Kiss me, I'm Irish” shirts. It’s the perfect excuse to
plant one on your honey as you watch the parade!


http://cupidspulse.com/girls-guysfirst-date-outfit-ideas-dinner-and-drinks/

After all the floats have made their way to the end of the
parade, get your babe and friends together for a bar crawl.
Some cities have guided tours you have to book ahead of time.
Visit PubCrawls.com to find one in a city near you. The
advantage to booking a pub crawl is you and your group are
guided around a pre-determined route, don’t have to pay
covers, and sometimes get one free drink included in the price
of the tour. Also, you might be able to avoid some of the
longer lines.

Related Link: How to Redeem Yourself If You Get Drunk On a
First Date

However, if you like to fly by the seat of your pants and the
luck of the Irish is on your side, plan your own bar crawl
ahead of time. Map out your route so you know where you and
your cutie are headed. You might even want to call ahead so
you know if the bars have covers or if they are only open to
tours that day. Then go wild and drink some green beer in
honor of St. Patrick! Just make sure someone is the designated
driver or you have plans to ride public transportation home.

When you and your crew have sampled all the Irish Car Bombs
and Guinness you can stomach, head back home to keep the party
going. Play traditional Irish melodies at home, or toss on the
Dropkick Murphy’s or Flogging Molly to reach your inner Irish
Rocker. You and your partner can host an Irish dinner party by
serving up some Corn Beef and Cabbage, easy to make in a
crock-pot, and provide green cupcakes and other green-dyed
goodies for dessert. Or serve up a traditional Irish Soda
bread. Make Irish Coffee to compliment your delicious end to
your Bar Crawl Party date with your honey.

Erin go bragh to you and your partner on this fun St.
Patrick’s Day date!

What are your St. Patrick’s Day plans? Tell us in the comments
below!
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By Kristin Mattern

This weekend, impress your cutie with your sweet moves at the
bar. Get a little flirty by showing him your pool hall
expertise, and then take aim at love as you play darts
together. Have a friendly competition while you share wings
and drinks for a fun date night.

Your man will definitely appreciate this guy-approved date.
Not a pool hall shark? Let your babe teach you how to play.
He’ll love the opportunity to wrap his arms around you as he
shows you how to shoot. If you’'re aces at pool, step it up and
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let him see your game face as you play for who pays for the
next round of drinks. Or go Dutch and take turns paying for
each other. After all, he usually pays for you, right?

Related Link: What Does Your Date’s Drink Say About Him?

Play darts against your sweetheart, or team up and invite
another couple to play against you. Root each other on as you
step up to the line and try to hit the bulls-eye. Celebrate
your victory by grabbing a table and enjoying dinner.

Men love wing night; it’s just one of those things. If you're
up for it, have a contest to see who can eat the spiciest or
the most wings. Or just relax and enjoy the different
varieties of wings the establishment has to offer. From sweet
and savory to red hot and peppery, you and your darling can
share the different sensory sensations as you taste your way
through the evening.

Related Link: Tease Your Taste Buds on This Weekend Date Idea

To round out the date — and burn some of those recently
ingested wing calories, drag your man out onto the dance
floor. Shake up the night as you boogie down and show off your
sexy moves.

Ever taken a shot at love in a pool hall? Let us know in the
comments below!

Date Idea: Slumber Party
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By Kristin Mattern

Go back in time this weekend and invite your cutie over for a
good, old-fashioned slumber party! Break out the sleeping bags
and grab your silliest pajamas for this fun date night that
will have the two of you giggling like a couple of teenagers.

Related Link: How to Get the Best Sleep You Can With Your
Partner

Get out the Twister and pour the grape soda because it’'s time
to rock your house like you and your sweetie are high school
sweethearts. Pick out fun games for the two of you to play. If
you used to love truth or dare, put a twist on this classic
sleepover game and make it a bit sexy. For instance, dare your
man to kiss you on your shoulder or ask him to reveal his
favorite moment that the two of you have shared. If you're a
couple of card sharks, amp up the flirty atmosphere with a
rousing game of strip poker and make bets about who has to
make breakfast in the morning. Top off the night with a pillow
fight.
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What’'s a slumber party without munchies? Make some truly
sinful snacks that you used to nosh on as teens. Melt cheese
over chips for quick nachos, or place cheese, grilled chicken
and peppers between two flour wraps and heat it up on a
skillet for stuffed tortillas. Maybe the two of you were candy
lovers as kids; chew on Airheads and Sourpatch Kids, or scarf
down some Sweetarts.

Related Link: Romantic Dinner for Two

After your food-induced coma has passed, share some laughs as
you prank each other. Freeze his boxers when he’s not looking.
Slip a pinch of cayenne pepper into his dinner. Get a little
cuddly with a tickle war. Keep it friendly and silly though;
you don’t want to send him home in the morning with hurt
feelings.

When it is time to start winding down, set up your living room
like you did when you were a kid prepping for a slumber party.
Place the sleeping bags on the floor (yes, the floor!) in
front of the television to set the mood. This way, you and
your honey can snuggle up next to each other while you snack
on popcorn and watch movies. Pick out your favorite films from
your youth and have a movie marathon. Or watch your favorite
shows together on Netflix — enjoy an entire season of The 0.C.
or Dawson’s Creek. Snuggle up as you end your teenage dream
together on this fun-filled slumber party date night.

Ever had a slumber party with your significant other? Tell us
how your night went in the comments below!
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By Kristin Mattern

Who says you can’'t swim in the winter? And no, we don’t mean
join the Polar Bear Club! This weekend, take your snow bunny
for a spa getaway and dive into love. You’'ll both enjoy this
romantic and relaxing date idea.

Rent a room at a hotel with the works and take advantage of
the spa, pool, sauna and fancy restaurant. First, have a
couples massage and facial with your man, and bond over the
shared relaxing experience. Sweat out some sweet romance as
the two of you enjoy a steamy sauna session and then cool off
in the swimming pool. You're sure to grow even closer as you
take those refreshing laps through the cool water.

Related Link: Date Idea: Take a Shot
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After feeling truly pampered, get dressed up and head on down
to the restaurant with your dear. Order a nice bottle of wine
to share over your three-course meal. Splurge on dessert, and
then head out to a local nightclub for some classy cocktails
and dancing.

If you’'re at a true health spa, try some organic, whole-food
veggie or fruit juice to sip while you and your honey enjoy a
detox dinner. Afterwards, catch a late yoga class and really
get rid of any remaining tension that the winter months have
brought.

Related Link: Exciting and Inexpensive Honeymoon Destinations

Looking to really leave the winter behind and experience true
summertime? Take your dearest on a spa vacation to somewhere
tropical. Check out sites like Travelocity and TripAdvisor to
find some steals for your getaway. Make sure to pick a spot
with extravagant pools and beautiful beaches. Pack your
favorite bathing suits and leave the cold behind as you escape
to an island resort. Enjoy the balmy weather and smooth sand
as the spa staff spoils you beneath the warmth of the sun.

Escape the cold this winter and indulge in summer-themed spa
date!

Have you ever skipped out on the snow to relive the summer
with your darling? Let us know in the comments below!

The Prince and The Pauper:
Closing the Gap Between You
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and Your Cutie’s Lifestyles
(or Wallets)
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By Kristin Mattern

Love can cross boundaries, conquer differences, and even span
oceans, but being in a relationship with someone who 1is
Cartier when you are simply Kay can be a bit tricky. Maybe you
and your partner are on an equal footing in terms of cash, but
you're a savvy saver, and he’s a spend-thrift. If you and your
significant other’s lifestyles (or wallets) are on opposite
sides of the fence, here are some tips to bring you closer
together.

1. Show him what you’re about: Money is a sore spot in a lot
of relationships. Rather than sweat it out that you don’t make
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enough moola, realize that it isn’t the dollars that matter -
it’s you and the role you play in the relationship that
counts. Be yourself and show off your unique qualities.
Perhaps you’re really funny or you always know the right thing
to say. Even if you’'re not bringing in the dough, you still
have many other assets that are just as important.

Related Link: 10 Relationship Behaviors You Think Are 0dd..That
Are Totally Normal!

2. Appreciate his gift giving: Perhaps you’'re one of those
people who feels uncomfortable when bestowed with gifts. If
that sounds like you, figure out why you feel this way. As Dr.
Georgina Rose, licensed physician and author of Are You Ready
for the 0One?, says, “The moments of joy brought on by
purchasing a special present or enjoying a memorable meal are
worth more to some than the feeling of a greater security from
your bank account.” Gift giving is a way for many people to
show affection, and showing that you’'re grateful for his sweet
gesture is the best way to return the favor.

3. You squirrel it away and he spends like it’s candy: It can
be challenging to your relationship when you save every penny
and your partner spends as if he’s the next Rockefeller. “We
each have different values when it comes to money and often
these are based on our childhood and the way we saw our
parents deal with materialism,” explains Dr. Rose. “If you
realize how insignificant the actual dollars are and try to
understand the real value behind it, then your partner’s
expenses may be justified. Maybe what seems like a splurge for
you is in fact a way of enjoying life.”

4. Communicate, communicate, communicate: Try not to judge
your boyfriend for his gift giving, and instead, make an
effort to understand the gratification his spending brings to
him. Rather than jump down his throat for making a big
purchase when you feel like the two of you should be saving,
talk it out. Keep in mind that you can’t half listen to his
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reasons and then have it out with him. Really listen to him.
Try to understand why it makes him happy to buy you things and
then explain how it makes you feel without undercutting his
feelings. Communication is the only way to shorten the gap
between your different views on how to spend or save.

Related Link: How Fighting Can Strengthen your Relationship

5. Remember that money can’t buy love: As the Beatles say,
money doesn’t win hearts. At the end of the day, money issues
can actual boil down to a factor of different life values. If
you really dislike spending and materialism and your partner
is all about the bling, then it might be time for a split. If
you can’'t see eye-to-eye on how to manage your finances,
there’s a good chance that many other aspects of your life
won’'t line up as well.

Money is always a tricky part of life to navigate. The key 1is
be understanding of why your significant other spends and
discuss your own feelings about the subject. In the end, it's
a question of values and making sure you are both on the same

page.

How have you handled money troubles in your relationship? Tell
us in the comments below!

Bonus Giveaway: Embrace Love
and Support Our Troops With
Bands for Arms
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This post is sponsored by Bands for Arms.
By Kristin Mattern,

Every so often, something comes along that evokes an emotion.
Bands for Arms bracelets are that kind of item. The unique
bracelets are hand-crafted by volunteers and constructed out
of donated pieces of old military uniforms, which were worn by
our military men and women. 50 percent of the profits go to
not-for-profit organizations that help our service members.

Founder Nicanor Padrigo Mendoza III believes that all U.S.
military service members need to be able to feel connected to
their loved ones back ho