Date Idea: Star Light, Star
Bright
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By Rebecca White

Whether you celebrate around a tree or a menorah, the holiday
spirit is in full swing — and so is the stress that comes
along with it. Your relationship and love life may feel
strained from all of the pressure. If you’'re in need of a
romantic evening with your partner, dive into the cultural
craze and Hanukkah spirit with a personal take on “The
Festival of Lights.” This weekend date idea is the perfect
opportunity to stargaze together and enjoy nature’s own
decorative lights.
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Stargaze to Improve Your
Relationship and Love

To get started with this date idea, you’ll need to grab some
winter wear and hot cocoa (don’t forget the peppermint
schnapps!) so you stay warm while you look at the stars. Next,
you’'ve got to find the best spot in your neighborhood. If you
live in the city, don’t worry! All those bright lights may
make it difficult, but it’s not impossible. The Amateur
Astronomer’s Association of New York leads stargazing ventures
every week.

Related Link: Top Ten Most Romantic Holiday Getaway Spots

There’s nothing more romantic than lying with your significant
other under a big, fluffy, cashmere blanket while stargazing
in the great outdoors. Let the holiday spirit bring your
relationship and love to the next level. Think about it: The
scenery is beautiful; there’s no one else around; and you're
lying next to each other in the darkness, looking up at the
sky. Mix in cuddling under a blanket and sipping on a warm
drink, and this might be your favorite date night yet!

Since it'’'s best to start stargazing about an hour after
sunset, you can have an early dinner and then head to your
own festival of lights. For some added romance, bring along a
picnic basket filled with some sweet treats. As the sun goes
down, the stars will become more visible, and you’ll want to
have binoculars to get a closer look. You may want to invest
in a constellation map so the two of you can tell the
difference between Aquarius and Lyra. You could even make a
game out of figuring out the different patterns.

Related Link: 5 Celebrity Couples Who Celebrate Hanukkah

It's also important to remember what culture you're
celebrating on this take of “The Festival of Lights.” To learn
more about Chanukah, check out websites and read a brief
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history. In the midst of enjoying the starry night together,
take our love advice and exchange gifts under the open sky.
Look out for shooting stars, and don’t forget to make a wish
for the holidays!

Have you stargazed together as a date? Share your stories
below!

5 Celebrity Couples Who
Celebrate Hanukkah
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By Molly Jacob and Melissa Tierney

It’s time to light the Menorah and get ready for gifts from
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Hanukkah Harry, and celebrities are no exception. These famous
couples are embracing their roots by participating in Jewish
traditions together. Here are five of our favorite celebrity
couples who are spinning their dreidels this Hanukkah:

1. Ben Stiller and Christine Taylor: The Secret Life of Walter
Mitty star enjoys embracing the Hanukkah traditions every year
with his wife and their two children, daughter Ella Olivia and
son Quinlin Dempsey. They’re all ready to light the candles on
the Menorah in hopes for another healthy and successful year.

2. Natalie Portman and Benjamin Millepied: The superstar and
her French-born dancer and choreographer husband met on the
set of Black Swan and married a few years later.
Millepied announced last January that he would be converting
to Judaism, so the dynamic duo will surely be together for a
holiday that is important to Portman: Hanukkah. The Israeli-
born actress has even been quoted as saying her heart belongs
in Jerusalem.

Related Link: Natalie Portman and Benjamin Millepied Get
Married

3. Sarah Jessica Parker and Matthew Broderick: The fashion
trendsetter and her actor husband sure have their plate

filled. Between building a fashion and movie empire and
raising their children, the couple still has time for the
important things, 1like celebrating the holidays. Of

course, the Sex & the City star most likely has a pair of
Manolos for each of the eight days of the Celebration of
Lights.

4. Adam Sandler and Jackie Sandler: As if it weren’t already
obvious, the actor and comedian 1is all about Hanukkah
tradition at his house. The funny man loves getting together
with his family and embracing the holiday season. He even
wrote a song about the Jewish holiday called “The Chanukah
Song” for Saturday Night Live.
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Related Link: Ashley Hebert and J.P. Rosenbaum Celebrate
Holiday Traditions

5. Robert Downey Jr. and Susan Downey: The bad boy actor may
be a trouble maker in Hollywood, but when it comes to
celebrating the holidays, he’s all warm and fuzzy inside just
like everyone else. This couple needs to take a break from
their acting, producing and film making to sing some Hanukkah
songs and celebrate their good fortune.

What other celebrity couples do you know who are lighting the
Menorah this holiday season? Share your thoughts below.
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