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By Whitney Baker

Matchmaker and reality star Amy Laurent didn’t realize how
much she needed her own help until she began filming Bravo’s
‘Miss Advised.’ As viewers saw throughout the first season,
she quickly learned how hard it was to be open to love and how
scary it was to feel vulnerable. That was the catalyst she
needed to write her book, which she began working on two-
thirds through filming. 8 Weeks to Everlasting: A Step-by-Step
Guide to Getting (and Keeping!) the Guy You Want isn’t about
getting the ring or getting to the altar; it’s about building
a  strong  foundation  for  a  lasting  relationship  with  your
perfect person. “This book offers simple guidelines that every
women needs to follow when they first meet someone they like,”
Laurent explains. “It’s about how to change your approach to
dating so you don’t lose yourself in it.” No one knows the
importance of these parameters better than the author. We had
a chance to chat with her about what rules to follow, what
lies men tell and what she’s learned in her search for love.

How did you develop your dating philosophy?

I found that women kept asking the same questions when it came
to men and the early stages of dating. I’ve been giving women
solid advice on how to handle these situations, and they’ve
come back to me and thanked me for everything I said. But here
I  am,  getting  back  into  dating  myself,  and  I’m  totally
stinking at it. During the course of filming ‘Miss Advised,’ I
realized that I needed my own coaching. Talk about a sense of
urgency! It was like, “Oh my god, I need to take everything
that I’ve been telling women to do and turn it into a handbook
so I can find a guy for myself!”

No matter who we are, whether were the expert or not, we
really need rules that are clearly laid out, week-by-week,
about how to date men. It’s the first eight weeks that are the
most torturous for women!



Related Link: ‘Miss Advised’ Star Amy Laurent Says, “I’ve
Always Seen Katie Holmes With Someone Who Is More Mellow and
Chill”

In the introduction of your book, you tell women that they’re
in  charge  of  their  fate  and  they  can  have  any  kind  of
relationship they want. What is preventing women from finding
their ideal relationship?

Accepting less than what we deserve. There are boundaries that
teach a new guy in your life what is acceptable and if you are
a relationship girl or a casual dater. Your actions towards
him define how he looks at you; you teach people how you want
to be treated.

How many of us get excited about a guy and then start to
cancel our plans with girlfriends because he suddenly calls
and asks us out? That’s the complete opposite of what you’re
supposed to do, but we’ve all been there. We’re so emotionally
invested in this guy that we’ve only been out with a handful
of times that he has an affect on whether we have a good day
or not. As women, we need to remember that we’re in control.
If someone isn’t respecting you or treating you how you want
to be treated, you get to choose to write that person off.

You banish women from making the first move, yet so many of
our male readers tells us they want a woman to approach them
first. What are your thoughts on that?

One of the biggest points in my book is that women should
never initiate. You don’t call or text a guy first; you don’t
suggest that you get together on a Friday night. You have to
let the man take the male role. If you become aggressive, he’s
going to lose interest very quickly.

As a matchmaker, I work very closely with men, and they tell
me things that I wish they would say to more women’s faces. 
If a guy says he loves when a women takes the initiative and
asks him out, he’s lying to you. Any man will say that it’s
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cool at first — it’s less work when the woman comes to him.
But he’ll also tell you that he’s never dated that girl for
longer than two weeks. That’s the truth.

Related Link: Subtle Ways to Get a Second Date

What love lessons did you learn from filming ‘Miss Advised’
and writing this book?

First, I gained a newfound respect for my clients. It had been
so long since I put my heart out there, and I realized that my
clients do it everyday. It’s not easy!

I also learned that dating is about enjoying the process,
weeding out the jerks, finding your perfect person and having
fun along the way because you’re in control.  One of the keys
is balance: you need to stay open enough but also hold the
reins and pace yourself.

Lastly, if there were one piece of advice you could give women
looking for love, what would it be?

One thing I said repetitively is that, if a guy genuinely
cares about you and wants to get to know you, he is going to
try to impress you — and you should let him. You really have
to communicate what kind of relationship you want, and you
have to stick to that.

And buy my book, of course!

You can buy ‘8 Weeks to Everlasting: A Step-By-Step Guide to
Getting (and Keeping!) the Guy You Want’ on Amazon. Be sure to
keep up with Laurent on Facebook, Twitter and her personal
site at www.AmyLaurent.com. 
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Miss  Advised:  Matchmaker
Doesn’t  Believe  ‘The  One’
Exists

Monday, July 30th at 10/9c – Miss Advised
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Amy screams on the first date, but it doesn’t involve her
“giving it up” in the sexual sense. A rock climbing date
brings out her biggest fears, and it’s tough to tell whether
or not the climb during the date is literally or figuratively
getting  the  best  of  her.  Later  on,  Emily’s  friend  David
surprises her on-air, but his appearance leaves them both
stunned by how unexpectedly similar their theories on love
are…

Watch: Love expert takes the climb.
Watch: Emily doesn’t believe in “the one.”

Miss  Advised:  Love  Expert
Seeks Help From a Witch
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Monday, July 9th at 10/9c – Miss Advised

While attempting to play hard to get, Amy breaks (another!)
rule by desperately asking her date why he didn’t text her.
Julia visits a witch (yes, witch!) to help her break bad
dating  habits.  Meanwhile,  Emily  uncovers  some  unexpected
answers on open relationships…

Watch: Amy unloads on her date.

Watch: Julia hazes her date.



BONUS: The first episode is available for FREE on iTunes here!

‘Miss  Advised’  Star  Amy
Laurent  Says,  “I’ve  Always
Seen  Katie  Holmes  With
Somebody Who Is More Mellow
and Chill”
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By Whitney Baker

As a relationship expert and executive matchmaker for the past
seven years, Amy Laurent has plenty of advice when it comes to
navigating the dating world. And, now she’s putting it out
there publicly starring on Bravo’s new reality series ‘Miss
Advised,’  a  show  that  features  three  single  relationship
experts as they attempt to follow their own dating advice in
the search for love.

Given Laurent’s background, we thought she’d be the perfect
source to comment on the most talked about divorce of the week
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(and most likely the year), the infamous TomKat split.  By
now, we’ve all read the tabloids or heard the news that Tom’s
obsession with Scientology was a huge factor in their divorce
(source), but how important is religion to a marriage?

“For some people, religion is an absolute deal-breaker, and
you have to respect that when choosing a potential partner,”
Laurent explains. “I think it’s a waste of time to try to put
two people together with different religious opinions.”

Related: Katie Holmes Files for Divorce from Tom Cruise

Although  Laurent  advises  against  coupling  up  if  you  have
religious differences, many people do marry outside of their
religion and go on to have happy and healthy relationships.
 However, most of them aren’t A-list celebrities who live a
very public life while one of them is strong-arming the other
about the beliefs of the secretive practice of Scientology. In
this case, Cruise’s religious beliefs and intention to have
Suri attend a Scientology “boot camp,” according to The Sun,
may have been more important than the views of his catholic-
raised wife, Katie.

“I encourage my clients to be very open and to not have a
laundry list,” Laurent says. “Ultimately, if you’re going to
find the right match and not waste your own time or the other
person’s time, you have to very honest about what’s important
to you.”

With  Katie  now  on  the  singles  market,  everyone  is  left
guessing who she’ll date next. It’s definitely too early to
tell,  but  Laurent  says  that  she’s  always  seen  Katie  with
someone who is “more mellow and chill.”

“I see her being with someone who has more of a laid back
approach to their relationship because I feel like that will
really  let  Katie  shine.”  As  for  Tom,  “Definitely  a
Scientologist,” Laurent says with a laugh. “She needs to be
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very type-A and a perfectionist — someone with the same level
of intensity as he has.”

Related: Heidi Klum and Seal: Marriages Don’t End Overnight

Of course, neither Holmes nor Cruise should dive back into
the dating world any time soon. For the time being, their
primary focus should be on their six-year-old daughter, Suri.
“Anyone going through a divorce with children needs to be very
sensitive to figuring out how this new dynamic is going to
work. No matter what happened, Katie and Tom still have to be
a team for Suri’s sake,” Laurent explains.

When  she’s  not  setting  up  her  clients  or  analyzing  other
people’s relationships, Laurent has her own love life to sort
out. As viewers will see on this season of ‘Miss Advised,’ she
gives romance a shot for the first time in a long time. “I end
up having a few great dates where I can finally relax and
enjoy it without being totally type-A and trying to control
everything. Maybe I should date Tom!,” she chuckles.

“Obviously,  there  are  things  that  I  still  struggle  with
throughout the show,” Laurent adds. “But I will say that there
is someone who I see a few times who is a really amazing guy.
I’m kind of excited for my dating future — maybe there is hope
for me.” As fun as it may look, Laurent notes that this show
provides a great opportunity for viewers to learn from her
mistakes and improve their own love lives.

Related: 5 Ways Playing Hard to Get Can Damage Your Love Life

Laurent is releasing her first book next month, ‘8 Weeks to
Everlasting: A Step-By-Step Guide to Getting (and Keeping!)
the Guy You Want.’ “It’s very easy for me to coach my clients
and give them the rules that work. But it’s very hard for me
to  follow  my  own  guidance,  and  that’s  where  I  got  the
inspiration to write this handbook,” she explains. “It’s a
girl’s dating bible that really breaks down, step-by-step, the
first eight weeks after meeting someone new.”
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She  adds,  “I  started  writing  this  book  in  the  middle  of
shooting ‘Miss Advised’ because I recognized that no matter
who you are — whether you’re a matchmaker, a teacher, whoever
— everybody needs a support system. It’s been helpful for me —
I realized that my rules really work!”

Check  out  Laurent  via  her  Web  site,
AmyLaurent.com Twitter or Facebook, and be sure to watch ‘Miss
Advised’ on Mondays at 10/9c on Bravo. Also, keep your eyes
open for her new book ‘8 Weeks to Everlasting: A Step-By-Step
Guide to Getting (and Keeping!) the Guy You Want.’ 


