Relationship Advice: 11 Steps
to Finding a Husband Online
By Rajiv Satyal
I know how you can do it. Because that’s how my fiancée got
me.
1. Availability: A lot of us want the fairytale spottedacross-a-crowded-room-sweep-us-off-our-feet story (yes, men,
too), but you’ve got real life to let it happen. A great piece
of relationship advice is, don’t leave the biggest decision of
your life to chance. Get online and make it happen.
Related Link: Dating Advice: The Psychology of Online Dating
2. Context: I was on several online dating sites: Match,
eHarmony, Coffee Meets Bagel, and OkCupid (where we met). I
was also on Shaadi.com (the Indian JDate). Sure, every now and
then, you find a white girl on there and wonder, “Is she
lost?” But OkC has that cool factor. And that’s where she was.
Related Link: 5 Pieces of Love Advice From Celebrity Couples
in Long-Term Relationships
3. Name: Her handle was “calvinnhobs,” which was quirky and
silly. Try to avoid too-common interests like FoodGirl and
TraveLady. Everyone likes food and travel. Share something
specific to you personally.
4. Visuals: Distant shots or only of your eyes don’t tell me
much. It’s like a university guidebook. The pretty ones showed
their campuses. The not-so-pretty ones had, like, a closeup
shot of a brick. Don’t be shy.
5. Growth: OK, I know this can sound condescending but… she

had some grammatical errors in her profile. I’m a total
grammar geek, so it told me I could bring something to the
table. It’s kind of like how women view a man who can’t quite
dress – she can’t wait to take him shopping. If this seems too
nitpicking, welcome to online dating.
6. Mother Figure: Couples will do lots of things together. But
for couples who want them, the single biggest thing we’ll do
is raise kids. As such, I’m looking for a mother. I search for
clues to determine whether you’re a caretaker/caregiver. “I
enjoy helping others through volunteering and teaching…. I
always enjoy a good night cooking a great meal….Things I could
never do without: Family.” Boom.
7. Specificity: She painted the picture of who she was. “I
love all things science too, so if you can stand someone
talking about the latest cholesterol guidelines, the latest
pics from the Mars rover, and even the effects of global
warming over coffee…you are very cool!”
8. Outreach: I was touched and flattered that she messaged me
first, especially since she was in Texas and I was in
California. I’d gotten to the point that I’d also increased my
radius to the max: the options are something like 25 miles, 50
miles, 100 miles, desperate.
9. Humor: She was funny, using words like “snazzy” to describe
my shoes, quotes from standup comedians, funny
capitalizations. Little things, victimless humor. Expose your
fun side, but save the really edgy comebacks for when we know
each other. We’re looking for life partners, not bowling
buddies.
10. Patience: She messaged me on April 30. I didn’t respond
until May 14 as I was traveling. OK, so the first few days
were my trying to play the game. But after that, I really did
get busy. And what did she do? She waited. My love advice is,
people who write you RIGHT BACK come off as needy. Almost

everybody says, “I don’t want any drama.” I don’t think that’s
true. No drama at all is boring. We all want a little – but
just a little. And after she and I sent several messages back
and forth, I asked her for her phone number, and we were
offline.
11. Commitment: Within six months, we were engaged. I actually
proposed to her when opening for Kevin Nealon. At that point,
we figured it was probably time to disable our OkC profiles. I
sent her one last note. And she replied – after a day.
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